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Dates to Remember:

April Meeting - 7:00 pm
I April 7, Wednesday .
Regular Meeting; Wednesday, April 7

6:30 Culture Class,

7:00 General Meeting Dr Helmut ROhrl, AOS JUdge
! i Gz fThe Tolumni a A|

Nor mands Offchi ds
Montclair

T iR S This month we are honored to have one of the most
pri -25, . .
21st Annual SoCal knowledgeable growers of the OnC|d|l_Jm group orchids as
Spring Garden Show | our guest speaker. Dr. Helmut Rohrl first encountered or-

South Coﬁt Plaza chids as a child during frequent day-hikes in the Bavarian
Costa Mesa Alps, where he found various species of Cypripedium, Dac-
April 23 - 25, 2010 tylorhiza, Orchis and Ophrys. He began raising orchids un-
Orchids at the der the tutelage of the late Robert Dugger of Solana Beach,
ng\;\:lesrbzg & CA. Tolu. Elfin Grace

. . . Photo by Margi Brannan
Since then he has conducted extensive research on orchidology ( yMarg I

' Saturday, May 15, 2010 | and developed numerous educational presentations and articles for the Orchid Digest
Casa de Las Orquideas . .
and other journals. As a grower, Helmut has created a large number of hybrids in sev-

Annual Seedling Sale ] ) ) | )
Solana Beach eral alliances. He is Professor Emeritus of Mathematics at the San Diego campus of the

Tolumnia is a genus in the family Orchidaceae. Previously known as the

"equitant Oncidiums," the species were segregated from the mega-genus Oncidium
by Guido Braem in 1986. The plants are small, usually epiphytic, with small or ab-
sent pseudobulbs, completely covered by leaves, which are triangular or circular in

University of California. Additionally, he is an Accredited AOS Judge.
cross section and overlap each other at the base to resemble a fan. The inflorescen-
ces arise between the leaf base and bear colorful, showy flowers. The labella are

To our new large, ornamented by variously shaped calli. The column bears prominent wings
members, flanking the stigma.
The key to growing Tolumnias is understanding

CherWhelan their natural habitat. The species are endemic to the
; ; Caribbean Basin with many confined to a single island.
Marvm_&EIame But that doesnét mean t he
Delllnger California! Helmut will teach us about the different va-

rieties and the way to grow them here.

Welcome to POS!

These orchids have become very popular and are
perfect for smaller growing areas. They have many
colors and their blooming habit can result in long last-
bn%BIoognS.aDr?(ngytesrgn ss this meei

We are glad you have
joined us! Tolu. Alameda

(Photo by William Savage)



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orchidaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Braem&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epiphytic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pseudobulb
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Column
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0The first
is the day we

the other 364 days of

~Mark Twain

ol | ove

remember what we are miniature orchids.

the year! 6 learn how to make these plants flourish.

anywhere, but if | could  ground, epiphytes use their roots to attach themselves to
choose, | would always  trees or rocks where light and air movement are more

April Culture Class 6:30 pm

Tolumnia Culture
By Dr. Helmut Rohrl

ltds absolutely great whe
knowledge and vast experience we receive from these teac
is unequaled. This month our speaker, and AOS Judge,
Dr. Helmut Rohrl will be educating us on the culture of
Tolumnias.

Growing these little cuties requires a bit different techniqu

d afyomdhe regylar Oncidiums that we know. Come to the Cul-

ture Class and learn how to properly grow these very popula

Be here at 6:30 and be prepared to learn, ask questions, antblu. Orchidom Delight

Tips from the AOS

Why can't | plant my orchid in dirt or potting soil?
What makes orchid roots different from common house or garden plants?

Basically the structure of an orchid plant is the same as any plant for it has roots,
stems, leaves and flowers. But these parts are adapted to its way of life and differ
somewhat from familiar plants which you grow in your garden. Most garden or house
plants have a central root system that grows down into
the soil and anchors it to the ground. From this central
root, smaller, finer roots covered in fine hairs will develop
forming the root system of the plant. This underground
root system absorbs moisture and nutrients from the soil.

On the other hand, most of the orchids grown by hob-
S phyists are epiphytes in nature. Rather than grow into the

the selling price will

Members may bring in plants or divisions to sell
other members at the meetings. A donation of 15%

Buying plants from other members is a wim
situation! Everyone i

greet 1t i nplentifalar den. o
~Ruth Stout The central core of an orchid root is covered by a
spongy material called velamen. This spongy material
stores water for the plant and should it remain wet for too ~ These newly emerging Cattleya
long, the central core will rot and will no longer be able to t'f:p'gf t'ﬁztgrtchhﬁé'?f'ﬁ ﬁegeodosditt"n;f
absorb moisture and nutrients. If an orchid plant is potted  white covering on the mature rog
in soil or dirt, the roots will not receive enough air and will velamen
be unable to dry out and will
Donot For g e|rot.In drder for an orchid plant to be healthy and pro-
Bring your plants in to seII! duce flowers, water, air and light must be in balance.

Orchid roots can be very fine such as those of the
ncidium family or very thick like Phalaenopsis or Vanda
PBots. The thickness of the roots is usually a good meas-
ure to determine the type of orchid potting media to use:
In general, the thicker the root, the more open and less
is happy! dense the potting material.

go to the club from the seller.

(Continued on page 4)

(Photo by William Savage
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Message from the Board:

WE NEED YOU!

Dear POS Members and Friends,

The cost of the activities and benefits that Palo-
mar Orchid Society provides its members far ex-
ceeds the income it receives from annual dues and
the sales of plants at monthly meetings. To make up
for the revenue shortfall
continuing health we conduct several fundraising ac-
tivities each year. Our two primary activities are the
sale of plants at the Flower Fields of Carlsbad (April
231 25) and our annual auction in August. Our club
has NO paid employees so we must depend on ALL
members to actively participate in one or both of
these events.

We Need Your Help at the Flower Fields! Signup
sheets for the Flower Fields event will be available at
our April meeting. Do your part and sign up for one
or more shifts in the booth. There is an activity for
everyone (setup, sales, cleanup, etc.). No experi-
ence or knowledge is needed since you will have
access to printed culture sheets, knowledgeable
fellow members, and experienced growers i all

c“{\ within a few feet. When everyone pulls their

?c ™ share of the load the work is easy and you
\%c will be amazed at the personal benefits you
receive as you associate with your fellow

members and learn about orchids.

7///) DI Harry Clyde, Trustee
m

From the
Refreshment Committee:
Remember: All members with las
names beginning witd - Z and A

and B share at break time!
We appreciate e

supplying our meeting with goodies.
It makes for a great meeting all

around!  Thank you!

April 23 -25, 2010

tlo- 'dssur'e“'¥-he cl

9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
A unique orchid shopping experience with millions of
ranunculus blooms as a backdrop. There will be over 20
vendors with orchids from around the world, thousands
of plants for sale! Musical entertainment by Glancing
Love, a musical fusion of gypsy, Celtic, and new world.

and

General Admission, $10, Seniors, $9,
Children 310 years, $5

This is one of our primary fund-
raising and membership efforts.
Your help is needed! Sign up at
the April meeting for one of the
many jobs!
If you cannot come to the

meeting, please contact Renee
Daly at 7609290367 to sign up

over the phone! Do your part!

Did you knoweée
That every newslette
printed and sent by mail z

costs the society over c
$1.00? These costs add

fast!
Please, if you have an email addyes
% receive your newsletter via email. Lt
= e Sandi br Rénee know your email addre
and you wi |l hellp
fund. Thank you.
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Hereds another good
mont hds -mweardgbimygo have an awesome
Opportunity Table!

Renate and others took the time at the San Diego
Show to purchase some big, husky plants, all in ad-
vanced bud or flowering. Most of the plants were of-
fered for sale at $20 to $40!

Among the plants that will be on the table are Slc.
Hazel Boyd, white multi-spiked Miltonias, pansy-
faced purple Vuylstekeara, Colmanaras, Encyclias,
yellow, compact Cymbidiums and a couple of very
choice Cattleya walkeriana albas.

This table is not to be missed! Be there!

Mont hds

reasaon to

not miss this

(Continued from page 3)

Monopodial orchids often have arial roots that are
produced at intervals along the main stem and grow
out and down. Some attach to the support, if it is a
slab or a totem, some go down into the potting mix in a
basket or pot, but many monopodial plant roots hang
in the air. Many originate above the lower leaves. Ac-
tive roots are white with green or brownish tips when
in growth. Dry dead roots look like brown strings and
may be cut off with a sterile tool if their central core is
brown.

The roots of sympaodial orchids grow from the rhi-
zome. They are white and fleshy with a spongy cover-
ing layer. The growing tips are bright green, reddish-
brown or olive color. As with roots of all plants, the
growing tip is pushed forward by the division of the
cells immediately behind it.

Roots take up water and nutrients for the growth of
the plant. On orchids they also serve as holdfasts, at-
taching themselves to the insides of containers, into

When an orchid root has only a wiry. woody
core, the root may be cut off using a sterile

pair of shears.

Even experienced growers can have trouble distin-
guishing live roots from dead roots. Sometimes
roots that appear to be dead, can still produce
live, new roots as shown by the white root tip in

this photo.
the slabs of cork or tree fern, or even attaching to
the plastic peanuts used for drainage material in
pots. Roots often venture over the edges of pots
or baskets, hanging out in the air as they do in na-
ture.

When growing in the wild, roots may secure
themselves in the cracks of bark or rocks. They
absorb water and nutrients from the debris that
collects around them.

Old roots on a plant may cease to function and
turn brown and dry or brown and soggy. These
may be cut off with a sterile tool or razor blade.
However, as long as roots have a green core, they
are useful, and experiments show that old live
roots take up as much nourishment as do new
roots.

Our thanks to the American Orchid Socieg for this article.

Opportunity Tab] e




