
 
May 2010 Itõs All About Orchids! www.palomarorchid.org  

Palomar Orchid Society 

May Meeting - 7:00 pm 
 

Wednesday, May 5 
 

Karen Muir, AOS Judge 

ñThe Tokyo Dome Showò  

 

Dates to Remember:  

¶ May 5, Wednesday  

             Regular Meeting;  

         6:30 Culture Class,  

         7:00 General Meeting  

                  

 

¶ Saturday, May 15, 2010  

          Casa de Las Orquideas  

             Annual Seedling Sale  

                Solana Beach 

 

 

¶ Thursday, May 20, 2010  

           San Gabrial Valley          

               Orchid Hobbyist            

                  Annual Auction  

                    Arcadia  

 

¶ July 9 - 11, 2010 

          Santa Barbara Orchid  

             Estates International  

               Orchid Fair  

                   Santa Barbara  

 

¶ Saturday, August 7  

         POS Annual Auction  
 

To our new member: 

Jane Knapp  
 

 And our Visitors: 

Sheila Hernandez 

Christina Hsing 

Helge Weissig 

Jan & Jack Dimond  
 

Welcome to POS! 
We are glad you 

have joined us! 

     We have a well-known and highly esteemed AOS Judge as our 

speaker this month. Karen Muir will be with us to give her presentation 

on the Japan Grand Prix International Orchid Festival, commonly re-

ferred to as the ñTokyo Dome Show.ò 

     The Tokyo Dome Show is one of the largest in the world, hosting 

nearly 500,000 visitors each year. On display are over 100,000 orchids 

of more than 3,000 varieties, some we do not get to see often here in 

the states. It is a fabulous show, and very different from our shows 

here, as Karen will explain in her presentation. 

     Karen Muir is originally from Michigan where she began rais-

ing orchids around 1975. She was a member of the Michigan Or-

chid Society and held all of the offices of the Society including 

Show Chair, Program Chair, Vice President and President. 

     Karen became an accredited American Orchid Society Judge 

in 1997. The following year she was transferred by her Company, 

Lincoln Mercury, to Irvine, California where she has since retired 

in January 2002. Karen served for five years as the American 

Orchid Society Chair of the Pacific South Judging Region and 

has traveled to Canada, Guatemala, Peru, Ecuador,   Brazil, 

South Africa and Japan to attend and judge orchid shows. She has lectured on the Society 

circuit at the California Paphiopedilum Guild, the Slip-

per Alliance and National Capital Orchid Society 

Paph. Forum, all in the United States, along with two 

South African Paphiopedilum Conferences and the 

Paphiopedilum Forum in London, England.  

     Karen is now the Affiliated Societies Representa-

tive and Treasurer for the Orchid Digest. She resides 

in Laguna Niguel, CA. 

     You donôt want to miss this fantastic presentation! 

And our raffle table will be great too, with orchids 

coming from Olivero Orchids and Newman Orchids, 

both out of Hawaii. A great table with lots of catts, 

dendrobiums, and oncidiums awaits you!  

The displays are very different than 

at the shows here in the states. 

The displays are exquisite at the Dome Show. 

This is a peacock made entirely of white    pha-

laenopsis! How great is that!   
(Photo by Peter Lin) 



 Palomar Orchid Society  

May Culture Class 6:30 pm 
 

Repotting in General  

By Alex Nazdan 

     This month one of our own members will be teaching 

us the  inõs and outõs and general rules to repotting all 

types of orchids! 

     Alex Nazdan will b e showing us how he does it for our Beginnerõs Culture 

Class. Even if you are an expert repotter, you can always learn something new from 

other peopleõs methods. Or, at the least, you can add to the topic! 

     Be here at 6:30 and be prepared to learn, ask questions, and learn!  
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Tips from the AOS 

(Continued on page 4) 

òThe brave never 

die, though they 

sleep in dust; 

their courage 

nerves a 

thousand living 

men.ó 

~Minot J. Savage 

 

òThe legacy of 

heroes is the 

memory of a 

great name and 

the inheritance of 

a great example.ó 

~Bejamin Disraeli  

 
 

Remember 
our fallen 
soldiers this 
Memorial 

Day. 

How And When to Water Orchids 
     So how do you know how much water is enough, and when to water an  

orchid? Although plants cannot speak, they can tell you something about their 

adaptations to their environment just by the way they look.  

     Compare the fat pseudobulbs of a species such as Catasetum tenebrosum 

with the pseudobulb-less leaves of Phalaenopsis schilleriana (See photos). 

Your first conclusion should be that those fat 

bulbs store water and nutrients (like a daffo-

dil, iris, amaryllis or any other bulb) while the 

leaves of the Phalaenopsis would not be 

able to store nearly as much reserves. So 

those characteristics alone tell us that the 

Phalaenopsis comes from a relatively wet 

area because its leaves, although thick, can-

not store water for long periods.  

     On the other hand, the Catasetum must 

come from a dry area because it has the  

facility to store an ample supply of water. Take another 

look at the Catsetum. Notice that it is flowering from leafless (deciduous) pseu-

dobulbs while behind those, are new leafy growths. What this observation tells 

us is that the Catasetum comes from a place that is seasonally dry. This orchid    

depends on its pseudobulbs to store water for an extended period, sometimes 

several months. During that time, there may 

be little or no rain.  

     We can arrive at a rule of thumb from this 

discourse. Orchids with pseudobulbs should 

be grown on a wet-to-dry cycle whereas or-

chids without pseudobulbs should be kept 

evenly moist. This does not take into account 

any   seasonal preferences a particular orchid 

might have, but applies to the growing season 

which is broadly, spring and summer, depend-

ing on the orchid and where you live. 

 

Catasetum tenebrosum 

Phalaenopsis schilleriana 
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 Message from the Board: 
 

Thank You for Your Help! 

From the  

   Refreshment Committee:  
 

     Remember: All members 

with last names beginning with 

C, D, E, F,  and G  share at 

break time!  
     We appreciate everyoneõs 

effort in supplying our meeting with goodies. 

It makes for a great meeting all around!     Thank you! 

Did you knowéé 
     That every newsletter 

printed and sent by mail costs 

the society over $1.00? These 

costs add up fast! 
     Please, if you have an 

email address, receive your newsletter via 

email.  Let Sandi or Renee know your email 

address and you will help the societyõs  

general fund.         Thank you. 

 

        Dear POS Members and Friends, 

     We are so proud of our members! We put out a 

call for help at the Flower Fields and you responded! 

Many of you came to help, including many of our 

new members - that is so great!  

     The beautiful weather helped increase the atten-

dance and the fields made, of course, a most beauti-

ful backdrop for the show.  

     But the best thing was the number of comments 

we received about how friendly and helpful our mem-

bers are! Way to go, gang! We know we are friendly 

and fun, and so do all the people we met at the 

Flower Fields! 

     Weôd like to thank the following friendly members 

who came out to help sell and promote our society: 

 

Deb Amis 
Cecily Bird 
Harry Clyde 

Jan & Jack Dimond 
Judy Dyer 

Sharon Ewton 
Dottie Forte 

Debra Funakoshi 
Jerry Goode 

Gil Ho 
Harriet Laso 
Tom Miley 

Alex Nadzan 
Betty Reid 

Merle Robboy 
Pat & Linda Rusnell 

Lena Shiroma 
Cher Whelan 

Tom Wisniewski 
Bill Wong 

Iso Zehner 
 

     And weôd like to give an extra round of 
applause to Renee Daly for organizing all 

the volunteers, and to Renate Schmidt who 

took care of getting all the plants for the 

booth.  

     It may seem like work to some, but to us 

orchid lovers, it is a labor of love, and we 

have such a great time doing these events! 

     The next event coming up is a very im-

portant one - Our Annual Auction! So, mark 

your calendars for Saturday,  August  7th . 

We will need your help in many areas, and 

this is our most important fundraiser of the 

year. Letôs see everyone come out to help 

again! More information will be available as 

we near the date, but put it down in your cal-

endars now! 

 

   Sandi Sanquist 

   Co-Membership Chair 
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     Although these are very general rules that don't apply to every orchid, let's go over 

the preceding two concepts. A wet-to-dry watering cycle means that the orchid should 

be watered just before it is totally dry. Most Cattleya,  Oncidium and Dendrobium hybrids will grow well on 

this kind of regime. How do you know when a potted orchid is almost dry? A dry pot feels lighter than a wet 

or damp pot. If it is a clay pot it will feel dry and not as cool as if it were damp. If the media is loose, you can 

poke a finger down into it to see how damp the media is, or use a pencil or bamboo stake 

or skewer.  

     Keeping an orchid evenly moist means just that: not dry and not sopping wet, but damp. 

If you poke your finger into the media it should not come out with a film of water. Don't 

make the mistake of placing the pot in a saucer of water because that will keep the plant 

too wet. Phalaenopsis and Paphiopedilum hybrids will usually grow well on this kind of   

watering schedule.  

(Continued from page 3) 

These are your Palomar Orchid Society Officers for 2010  If you have any questions, suggestions, or other  

comments, please do not hesitate to contact any of these officers.  

We are here to serve the society  

Newsletter deadline: Please have all information to the newsletter editor (orchidiva@att.net) by the 15th  of each month. Articles, pictures, 

and information is gladly accepted. Help save time, money, and resources by receiving your newsletter via email.  Contact Sandi Sandquist at 

andquist2@earthlink.net for information. 

Our Booth at the Flower Fields 

     We had a great turnout at our booth at the Flower 

Fields! Mostly because of the beautiful cut Cymbi-

dium spikes supplied to us by Barbara Rudvalis. 

They were really eye-catching and attracted a lot of 

customers to the booth! 

Our thanks to the American Orchid Society for providing this article.  

POS Member Dottie Forte 

picks some gorgeous 

spikes for customers. They are all so pretty, I canõt decide! 

Happy, happy customers! 

President:   Gil Ho          giho@ucsd.edu 

1st Vice Pres:   Renate Schmidt renate-sch@cox.net 

2nd Vice Pres:   Betty Reid   trtrading@sbcglobal.net 

3rd Vice Pres:   Renee Daly and rldaly37@gmail.com 
      Sandi Sandquist             

                 sandquist2@earthlink.net 

Treasurer:   Linda Berger  lberger1229@aol.com 

Secretary:   Debra Funakoshi dlf_3144@att.net 

Newsletter:   Melana Davison orchidiva@att.net 

Publicity:   Jozett Wilson  jozett_alicia@yahoo.com 

 First Year Trustees: 

Harry Clyde  theclydesmail@yahoo.com 

Alex Nadzan  anadzan@mac.com 

Lena Shiroma  lena@globalinfo.com 

  

Second Year Trustees: 

Merle Robboy  drorkid@sbcglobal.net 

Bill Wong  billtcwong@att.net 

Jerry Goode    


