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DEAR CU5TO,IAER
We hove severol types of plonts on offer ond would l ike to tell you o l itt le obout them. Our culture notes ore offered os o guide

only, it works for us, so pleose be coreful to try our ideos on on unimportont plont f irst fo see if i t surts your condrtronsl

Tropicool" Hybrids ord PoDUo New alin€o l-rybrids /SP€cies
These plonts hove o tropicol species in their bockground, in most coses Den. bigibbun, o plont which rs used behind mony of the

worlds cut f lower orchids. It losts longer thon most Dendrobium species ond produces such flomboyont flowers. As brgibbun

f lowers in outumn. ond most other commonly used species in our hybrids f lower in spring. Our Tropicool's* usuolly f lower ony

time between rtr\oy ond September, with our peok ot fhe end of July, eorly August (both priods ore for Southern HemrsPhere

timings) just odd. OR SUBTRACT your choice. six months for Norihern Hemisohere timings. As o result, this type of hybrrd

hos fi l led in the off seoson with wonderful f lowers, ond wil l tolerate os much cold os most other notive Dendrobiums. The tr^ick

is to keep them DRIER in cold weother. The colder the DRIERI fn cold weother, when the bulbs stort to wrinkle grve them o

good drink in the morning, ovoiding the coldest dcys. If the bulbs ore not wrinkling, they ore not thirsty! Pot up into 80mm pots

when big enough. DO NOT owr potl Air movement is importont, we hong our best (lorge plonts, not seedlings). Allowing your

plonts to hove thot lovely morning wormirg sun is probobly the single most importont t ip you con get. Whalst with thc P.N.6.

vorieties, these ore mostly olpine Lotourio vortietol crosses or species, ond you con treot them os you would o D. bigrbbun, drier

through winter, not totolly dry though, remember their hobitot is in the olpine regions of P.N.6., humidity high If you follow

these guidelines you should grow them os well os your other notives.

Other Dendrobiums ond Sorcochilus Hvbrids/Species
As with the Tropicool's obove, these should not be over wotered. ff you wotch the bulbs you wrll see they generolly

wrinkle before the Tropicool's so con tolerote more woter, but don'i over do it. Be guided by the plont bulbsl Sorrochilus on

the other hond don't hove pseudo bulbs, so they hove to be treoted o l itt le differently, in thot in summer you con't offord to let

them dry out os they don't hove ony woter r?-serves, other thon in their leoves. Woter when they need il . Lrght doesn't hove to

be os bright os for Dendrobiums to grow them successfully, feed ond treot them the some os ordinory Dendrobiums , except for

the woterrng. In winter cut bock os you do with Tropicools'" for wotering.

6enerol; - Avoid high Nitrogen fertiliser like the plogue - it leods to soft, furgi prone grorth ond few

flowers. We use o high potossium orchid food with on N: P: K of 8:5:25, if you oren't oble to obtoin o low nitrogenous

fertilizer,then o fertilizer with o low pcrcentoga cont"nt of UREA, ot o roie of onc anom Per litrc fortnightty (two weeks)

of f yeor rnound. To exploin, if you locote oferti l izer with on N (nitrogen) roting of 15, ond the percenfoge of ureo wos 8% in the

overoll mix of things, thot would be OK, but if i t wos 15* Urco, NO, i. lO, look for onother. To 9et oPtamum results when

using pine bork mixes, it rs o good ideo to give your plonts o drink of l imewoter in eorly outumn ond ogorn rn eorly sPrrng. We use

micro-fine l ime (F7O Superfine Limestone) ot o roie of one grom per l itre. The bork mix we use for seedlings, is 6 ports fine,

two medium ond I port lOmm-river pebbles. Dendrobiums ond Sqrcochilus up to l4Omm pots, 6 ports medium, two Ports f ine ond

one port lOmm river pebbles, speciosum up to 140 - lSomm pots 6 ports medium, two ports course ond one port lOmm river

pebbles. For lorger speciosum our bork mix is 6 ports course, two ports medium ond one of lOmm rrver pebbles. Bef ore potting

(using dry mix) sieve the mix to remove oll ' f ines', put the f ines on the gorden or into your cymbidium mix, if you grow them.

When deflosking we odd o copful of Envy (Stress-guord) or o producf thot wil l prevent the tronspirotion of woter from the leof

ond roots structure, to the woter. Sook the seedlings in the solution for 15-20 minuies, shoke oll the ogor off ' the roots then loy

them on some domp newspop€r. The logic behind using dry bork mix is thot it is much eosier to work with, for storters. You con

9et those odd shoped pieces of bork ond pebbles to combine oround the existing roots to give it o f irm hold on thrngs rn their

new environment, with just the l ightest of topping on the rim of the 50mm pot. DO NOT press down heovrly on the orea where

the roots ore, os this wil l frocture them, plocing the roots ond noturolly the plonf into unnecessory stress. ft rs o lot eosier

when you ore going from 50mm tubes to fhe lorger pot sizes, where you ore bosicolly iust potting on. You wil l note we hove

included river pebbles in our potting mixes, wE hove troiled this ond find it does work for us. After pofting we sprinkle o mix of

sel-grit d conundo shell (50/50) over eoch poi; this is for l ime ond colcium supplement. Then totolly drench the plont to get rid

of ony missed 'f ines', & thoroughly sook the bork to encouroge the roots to grow into o nice new moist environment. This process

could toke up to 15 minutes, depending on the guontity of plonts. Do not let the bork dry out in the eorly stoges of the plonts'

potting into ifs new mix. We do not recommend using chorcool in your Notive mix, holds 'solts' & wil l eventuolly turn your mix

sour, rot the roots, & sends your plont/s to the big bush house in the sky, not whot weare looking f or,we wont f lowers d lots of

them. We hope thot this is of some help, ond look forword to heoring from you, should webe able to ossist f urther.

Best wishes ond Hoppy Growing. -t.'.tll!.,
Pheno & Brion. ,ri;a$


